
 

NYSDA Legislative Forum 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 

Agenda 
 

5:30 p.m.: Call to order by NYSDA President Craig Ratner - Welcoming 

remarks 

5:45 p.m.: Mr. Roy Lasky will introduce the legislators and moderate the 

discussion, starting with Keynote Speaker Assemblyman Richard Gottfried, 

Chair of the Assembly Health Committee. Topics to include past success in 

controlling corporate intrusion in dental practice (Invisalign patient quotas, 

Aspen and DSO improper ownership/management of dental offices, CIGNA 

improper fee based rating system, DIY dentistry, telehealth reform, and 

the status of healthcare in NY and dentistry and implications for the future. 

6:30 p.m.: Remarks from Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul. She was our 

champion and seat at the table in the Governor’s inner circle during the 

COVID-19 shut down and will be discussing reopening and current 

Executive orders (i.e., administration of COVID vaccine, COVID testing, and 

other issues related to dental practice post pandemic). 

7:00 p.m.: Remarks from Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart Cousins 

and Deputy Majority Leader Mike Gianaris-They will be discussing ongoing 

support for dentistry in the Senate over the years, including our DDP 

funding, telehealth reform, and support of public health funding for 

Medicaid, etc.  

The conclusion of the meeting will allow for discussion among the 

attendees with the legislators no longer in attendance, and an 

understanding of NYSDA’s legislative approach for this still unusual virtual 

legislative session. It will set the stage for future local meetings within their 

components, or dental schools for ASDA, where state Assembly and Senate 

legislators will meet directly to engage in the issues including: 



1. Dentistry as part of overall healthcare and not limited to the mouth. 

This has always been true but needs clarification at the regulatory 

level, and our relationships with legislative leadership is key to 

getting this done. 

2. Preserving full service Medicaid. 

3. Preserving the NYS vast hospital residency programs. 

4. An understanding that besides passing new legislation, success also 

requires the defeat of poor legislation. Currently there are mid-level 

provider bills we will oppose, and we need to enforce and strengthen 

corporate practice restrictions-one of healthcare practitioners’ bigger 

challenges. 

5. NYSDA will support ASDA to include post-graduate education with 

any tuition reduction programs being considered.  

Attendees should leave with a sense of the success of the NYSDA Advocacy 

Program and be ready to play a participatory role in ongoing issues. 


